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Abstract

The paper seeks to explain the shifting political identity of Taiwan’s
investors in Mainland China. In particular, it targets those Taiwanese
high-tech entrepreneurs in the greater Shanghai area. The study begins
with a finding that the “Taiwan identity” of those investors—especially
those running high-tech ventures in greater Shanghai—has been either
transformed in China’s favor or at least become less pronounced. The
contrast is sharp between these investors and those leaving Taiwan a
few years earlier and settling mostly in Zhu River Delta. But how to
make sense of this “transformation of the national identity?” This paper
bring in five hypotheses—such as “primordial ties,” “state-building
agent,” “class relationships,” “global culture,” and “global
capitalism”—to explain why national identity persists and adjusts. With
these hypotheses, the next step of the research is empirical
investigation to testify these hypotheses.
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